


ORGANIZATIONS 


American Legion members of Post 647 selling | 
raffle tickets on a new car to be given away during 
the Du Quoin Fair in the late 1940s or early 1950s. 
Legion members are: Merril Puckett (left) and | 
Lester James McRoy (in back). 
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The Coopers International Union #173 float. 





AMERICAN THRESHERMAN ASSOCIATION 
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Lou Daniels’ 1915 Model T Ford Roadster Pickup. 


The Thresherman Association with it’s home in 
Pinckneyville is celebrating its 39th year. They have two an- 
nual shows, the third weekend in August and in October. His- 
tory of the American Thresherman can be found in Volume I 
of the History of Perry County (1988) on page 444. The sum- 
mer show features a large variety of activities. They include 
fired and running steam traction engines, wheat threshing with 
both steam and antique tractor power, over 100 antique trac- 
tors, a large gas engine display, a working steam-powered 
saw mill that turns Perry County logs into lumber, cedar 
shingle and veneer milling operations, tractor and horse pulls 
(a big night-time activity), peddle tractor pull (in the daytime 
for the young boys and girls). Children and adults enjoy the 
half-mile ride on our small American & Southern steam train. 
A fine group of horses, buggies and wagons is hosted and 
enjoyed by all. There is a daily parade of machinery and a 
larger-than-life flea market with venders from surrounding 
states. Sunday features a fine antique auto show with classes 
for older cars and trucks. 

The fall show has the making of applebutter, sorghum, 
pure apple cider with free samples for everyone. Some of the 
summer activities carry over to the fall show. Friday is free 
for school children, bus loads come and participate. Submit- 
ted by Joe Mann. 














Mule power wheat threshing, Martin Doyle. 





Du Quoin CHAPTER #395 ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 
CELEBRATES ITs 100TH Birtupay IN 1998 


A meeting was held on 7 February 1898, to institute the 
Du Quoin Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star. The Insti- 
tuting Officers were Brother Walter R. Kimsey assisted by 
Sister Belle Kimsey as Secretary, Sister J. C. West as Chap- 
lain, and Sister Wykos as Marshall, all of Esther Chapter #316 
of Tamaroa. 

The following officers were selected for the New Chap- 
ter: Sister Lottie B. Wheatley, Worthy Matron; Brother E. 
Musselman, Worthy Patron; Sister Mary E. Musselman, Asso- 
ciate Matron; Sister Sophia Spilman, Conductress; Sister Fannie 
Long, Associate Conductress; Sister Olla Humphey, Secretary; 
Brother P. N. Pope, Treasurer; Sister Cephise Ward, Ada; Sister 
Ellen Pope, Ruth; Sister Anna Reid, Esther; Sister Katherine 
Maclin, Martha; Sister Isabell Davison, Electa; Brother M. 
Davison, Warder; and Brother S. B. Eaton, Sentinel. 

Initiation fees were set at one dollar for ladies and two 
dollars for gentlemen. Annual dues were one dollar per year. 
The Charter was granted on 05 October 1898. 

Meetings were held in the Du Quoin Masonic Lodge on 
Division Street. In 1910, the Chapter purchased a piano for 
$125. Electric lights were installed in the building in 1913 
and the Chapter contributed $10 toward expenses. 

The debt was retired on the building by 1914. In 1922 
plumbing was installed in the building with the Chapter con- 
tributing $50 to the Masons to help with the cost. In 1924 
dues were raised to $1.50 per year and Chapter #395 had 
grown to 171 members. The Office of Associate Patron was 
created in 1932 and Brother Frank Breeze was the first to fill 
the position. 

The chapter installed an 
electric stove and wiring in 1936 
for a cost of $63.50. The hall 
was damaged by fire in April 
1944, but was repaired by Janu- 
ary 1945. The Masons deco- 
rated the hall in 1947 and Chap- 
ter #395 contributed $50 for 
this. 

In 1948, Du Quoin Chap- 
ter #395 celebrated its Golden 
Jubilee. A special meeting was 
held on 29 October, with Rev- 
erend John F. Scantland as Mas- 
ter of Ceremonies. That year a 
fund-raiser was held by passing 
a shirt among members of the 
Chapter, each stitched their do- 
nation under a patch they added 
to the shirt. A total of $71.76 was 
raised. The dining room and 
kitchen were completed on the 
second floor, directly below the 
meeting hall in 1950. In 1953 a 
furnace was installed, replacing 
an old coal-fired stove. Most of 
the work was donated by mem- 


Bylaws were revised in 1954. Air conditioning was in- 
stalled in 1957. The Chapter celebrated its Diamond Jubilee 
in 1973. The American Cancer Society sent a letter of appre- 
ciation to the Chapter in 1976 in recognition of 25 years of 
volunteer work by the Chapter and its members. Donations 
are made to the Heart Association, Cancer Association, Peace 
Garden, and Knight Templer Foundation. 

In 1978, anew Masonic Temple was dedicated on High- 
way 51 south of Du Quoin. Meetings were moved to this fa- 
cility and the building on Division Street was demolished. 
The lot serves as a parking lot adjacent to the Fire Depart- 
ment. Esther Chapter #316 of Tamaroa merged with Du Quoin 
Chapter #395 on 01 February 1993. This year marks the 100" 
Anniversary of the Du Quoin Chapter. 

Current elected officers are: Sister Sharon Hubbard, 
Worthy Matron; Brother Jiles Hubbard, Worthy Patron; Sis- 
ter Judy Martie, Associate Matron; Brother Chuck Martie, 
Associate Patron; Sister Wilma Walker, Secretary; Sister Irene 
Dixon, Treasurer; Sister Darla Jones, Conductress; and Sis- 
ter Dorothy Johnson, Associate Conductress. 

The current fifty members of the Chapter are: Sister Eve 
Brake, Sister Catherine Busbey, Sister Irma Erwin, Sister Elsie 
Feltmeyer, Sister Jeannettia Hertel, Sister Ruth Hickem, Sis- 
ter Elisabeth Joslin, Sister Blanche Lemmon, Brother Marion 
Roger Marlow, Sister Clara Morrisey, Sister Bessie Pyle, Sister 
Inez Shurtz, Sister Ernestine Turner, Sister Wilma Walker, 
Sister Helen Wilson, and Sister Mildred Wolf. (Information 
taken from minutes and past programs.) 
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1998 DQOES Elected Officers (1. to r.) Front: Sharon Hubbard, Jiles Hubbard, 
and Wilma Walker. Back: Irene Dixon, Darla Jones, and Dorothy Johnson. 


bers of the Chapter and Masons. 


53 


On 04 April 1955 the Pinckneyville Rural Fire Protec- 
tion District came into existence by a vote of the people as a 
tax-supported entity. The district is an area approximately ten 
miles square surrounding the city of Pinckneyville. 

Attorney Howard Bagwill did the necessary legal work 
in its formation. The Perry County Judge, Michael M. 
Grabowski, appointed the following people to serve as trust- 
ees. William H. Schrader (one-year term), Edward C. Timpner 
(two-year term), and Bernard Kellerman (three-year term). 
The trustees organized as follows: William H. Schrader, Presi- 
dent, Bernard Kellerman, Vice President, and Edward C. 
Timpner, Secretary. Fred Beck was appointed Treasurer by 
the trustees for a three-year term. 
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The first fire truck (Chevrolet) was purchased in 1955, 
the chassis supplied by Hubler Motor Company and the body 
and equipment supplied by Tower’s Fire Apparatus Company, 
Freeburg, Illinois. 

John Francis Reith was appointed fire chief. The lower 
north half of the Pinckneyville City Hall was rented from the 
city of Pinckneyville for the home of the district, which was 
at 110 South Walnut Street, Pinckneyville. In 1990 the city of 
Pinckneyville built a new fire department at the same loca- 
tion. The rural District rents space from the City. 

The firemen and chief serve both departments. There are 
now 28 volunteer firemen serving both departments in sav- 
ing life and property to the best of their ability. 

In 1957 a second truck (Ford) was 
purchased. The chassis was supplied by 
Everett Rice Ford Sales and the body 
and equipment from Tower’s Fire Ap- 
paratus Company of Freeburg. In 1959 
a (Jeep) fully equipped pickup truck was 
purchased from Tower’s Apparatus 
Company and used as a brush truck to 
mainly fight field fires. This truck was 
replaced with a 1971 (GMC) pickup 
fully equipped from Tower’s. In 1980 
the 1957 Ford was replaced by a 
Chevrolet truck with the chassis sup- 
plied by Hubler Motor Company and 
with Tower’s furnishing the body and 
equipment. In 1983 a fully equipped 
GMC truck was purchased from Tower’s 
to replace the 1955 Chevrolet truck. In 
1993, a 1400-gallon tanker was pur- 
chased from Williamson County Fire 
District. In 1997, a five-ton military 
truck was obtained from the government 
and with the help of the firemen it was 
converted into a 2500-gallon tanker. All 
equipment is kept up to date and in the 
best possible condition. 

The following trustees have served 
faithfully: William H. Schrader, Edward 
C. Timpner, Fred Beck, Bernard 
Kellerman, Chester Deal, Wayne 
Rheinecker, William C. Heisner, H. 
James Pick, Hugh Malan and Donald G. 
Lazoen. The trustees are now appointed 
by the Perry County Board of Commis- 
sioners on alternate three-year terms. 

The following attorneys have rep- 
resented the district: Howard Bagwill, 
Don Johnson, Roger H. Seibet, Donald 
Bigham and Blake Lindner. 

The present trustees: Fred A. Pabst, 
President; Edward C. Timpner, Secre- 
tary; and Greg Kellerman, Treasurer. 
Jerry Smith is the fire chief and Blake 
Lindner is the present attorney. The 
regular meeting date is the first Mon- 
day of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Fire Department. 





MARSHALL BROWNING HospPITAL AUXILIARY 





Hospital gift shop. 


Marshall Browning Hospital Auxiliary was organized in 
June 1960, primarily because of the interest of the Du Quoin 
Thursday Women’s Club and the prior Hospital Administra- 
tor, Arthur Allaben. 

Three members of the Du Quoin Thursday Women’s 
Club, Mabel Martin, Billie Keeling, and Arline Yehling were 
appointed members of a planning committee along with Eunice 
Tanner, a non-member. These women attended a District Auxil- 
iary meeting and from this meeting the organization known 
as the Marshall Browning Hospital Auxiliary was born. 

The first President was Arline Yehling. Past Presidents 
are: Tommy Kelly, Ruth Striker, Gladys Coleman, Bertha 


Wilcox and Audrey Davis. The current President is Shirley 
Holmes. 

The first project was desk work to distribute cards to 
visitors. Current projects are: desk duty from 8 am to 8 pm, 
gift shop, cashier in the cafeteria, deliver meals on wheels 
one month of the year, Fall Luncheon, bake and craft sales, 
and raffles. The most recent project has been the “Tree of 
Life Campaign” which takes place in November and Decem- 
ber. 

The Auxiliary goal is to support the hospital in buying 
needed hospital equipment. 

The Auxiliary has 115 active members. 
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Du Quoin City Alderman (1. to r.) Back row: Sam Clark and Mayor Arthur Angel. Among those pictured in 
front row are: third from left, Harry McRoy, and fourth from left, Fred Allabastro. 
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